Effects of chronic naloxone treatment on brain-stimulation reward.
Rats were tested on a rate-free psychophysical procedure in order to determine the absolute reinforcement thresholds for self-stimulation behavior. The administration of naloxone (16 mg/kg) for five days failed to alter the reinforcement thresholds on this procedure. To the extent that naloxone is an effective antagonist of endogenous opioids, we conclude that central endorphin systems are not necessary to support self-stimulation behavior.